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What are the first stages in God’s Revelation? 
(Compendium of the Catechism, Question #7, CCC #54-58) 

 
“From the very beginning, God manifested himself to our first parents, Adam and Eve, and 

invited them to intimate communion with himself. After their fall, he did not cease his 
Revelation to them but promised salvation for all their descendants. After the flood, he made a 

Covenant with Noah, a covenant between himself and all living beings” 
    
 
   1. The Lord God revealed His intentions for humanity when He made us in His image and 
breathed His life into us. His will was manifest when God presented all living things to man, to 
have dominion over them. When Adam and Eve were warned not to eat the forbidden fruit, it 
was to preserve the original justice and communion between man and God. The “promised 



salvation” is revealed in God putting enmity between the children of God and the children of 
the devil. Secondly, the child of the woman crushing the head of the serpent reveals sin's 
ultimate defeat. In the future, the Virgin Mary would give birth to the Son of God. In hindsight, 
we can look back and see the providential hand of God at work in Salvation History. 
 
   2. In the story of Noah and the Flood, we see the plan start to take shape. Humanity has 
become divided against itself, and its desires are evil. We see examples of that today, with the 
increase in violence and animosity in our society. The flood that would come was not a raging 
God lashing out in anger. That alone says something about Our Father in heaven. There are 2 
points for reflection here. 
 
   3. The flood points to our future Baptism. The Bible NEVER says that "man is evil", it states 
that our spirit has become corrupted by the rebellion of sin. Baptism would wash away the evil 
in the soul and give us a spiritual rebirth. The Sacrament of Baptism is a gift and the fulfillment 
of the promise of our salvation. 
 
   4. Secondly, one of the consequences of sin is that it corrupts society. Because of sin, man 
forms into groups or nations opposed to each other. The Lord God gathered His faithful into the 
Ark and promised never to destroy humanity. The Baptismal flood and the Ark were the 
revelations that God would cleanse us of sin and gather us together as one people. 
 
   5. It is easier for God to become a man than for a man to become like God. God revealed His 
redemptive plan in stages so that we could better perceive God. In perceiving Him, we can 
respond to Him fully.  
 
 
 
Our Next reflection: What are the next stages of God’s Revelation? 
 

 


